
OKLAHOMA 
CITY –  The full 
Senate has given 
its approval to 
legislation to 
ensure greater 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
when alcohol is 
served at event 
venues. Sen. Paul 
Rosino is the 
principal author 
of Senate Bill 
1057, creating the 
Marissa Murrow 
Act. Rosino, 
R-Oklahoma City, 
said the legislation is named for a 
University of Central Oklahoma 
student who was struck head-on 
by an intoxicated driver who’d 
been drinking at a wedding 
event venue in 2020. Marissa’s 
parents, Jeff and Kristy Murrow, 
are constituents and worked 
with Rosino on the legislation.
“Marissa was valedictorian of 

her Mustang High School class 
and planned to become a special 
education teacher – she had a 
bright future ahead of her, but 
her life was taken by a four-time 
drunk driver coming from an 
event venue,” Rosino said. “Our 
current laws address situations 
when someone has been 
overserved at a bar or restaurant, 
but it doesn’t specifically address 
event venues. SB 1057 will close 
that loophole.”

Rosino said 
there are currently 
some 3,000 event 
venues in the state, 
and under current 
statutes, they are 
not required to 
hold any kind 
of license in 
order for alcohol 
to be served at 
their locations. 
SB 1057 would 
stipulate that a 
caterer could not 
sell or distribute 
a l c o h o l i c 

beverages on the premises 
unless the venue holds an event 
venue license from the Alcoholic 
Beverage Laws Enforcement 
(ABLE) Commission.

The Murrows watched from 
the Senate gallery as Rosino 
presented the legislation on the 
floor.
“We know that nothing’s 

going to bring our daughter 
back, but our number one goal 
is to provide more safety so 
that someone else doesn’t have 
to experience what we did,” 
said Kristy Murrow. “It’s an 
unthinkable thing, and if we 
can help someone else…that’s 
what our goal is.”

SB 1057 now moves to the 
House of Representatives. The 
House principal author is Rep. 
Jon Echols, R-Oklahoma City.
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Hundreds of people 
gathered for a Sunday car 
show that was one of the 
pinnacles of BEAST Week 
2021, an annual Mustang 
High School fundraiser, 
this year on behalf of 
Riverwood Elementary 
School 4th grader Corbin 
Patton.

Corbin was on hand 
at Mustang Town Center 
during Cruisin’ for Corbin, 
which gathered a huge 
selection of cars – and 
those who love them – all 
in an eff ort to raise funds 
for a child and his family.

Corbin was diagnosed 
with a rare brain tumor in 
2020; the family moved to 
Mustang shortly thereafter, 
as chemotherapy made 
Corbin’s condition worse, 
not better so doctors then 
changed to targeted drugs 
to help improve Corbin’s 
quality of life and expand 
his treatment options.

While a few in-school 
events remain for this 
year’s BEAST Week, a 5K 
and the car show were 
the most high-profi le of 
eff orts held to help Corbin 
and his family, MHS 
student council advisor 
Nick Hendricks said.

Th ose eff orts were 
stymied in part due to the 
going novel coronavirus 
pandemic – although 

recent forward momentum 
in getting a handle on 
COVID-19 was certainly 
helpful, Hendricks said. 
Fundraising ends Friday, 
he said.

“Th is year, because of 
Covid-19 we have been 
severely limited on our 
fundraising eff orts, but we 
press on, because we think 
our recipient this year is 
worth as much as we all 
can do,” Hendricks stated 
to potential sponsors in a 
letter aimed at 

BEAST Week 
historically raises 
thousands of dollars 
for specifi c individuals, 
organizations or even a 

combination of those 
through a series of 
events and activities held 
sometimes over several 
months; over the 11 years 
Mustang Student Council 
offi  cers and their sponsors 
have helmed BEAST Week 

– or Broncos Empowering 
A Society Together – they 
have garnered more than 
$250,000 for their chosen 
causes.

Beast Week was founded 
in 2010, in its fi rst year 
raising $8,000; by 2014, 
that total had jumped to 
more than $25,000. In 
2019, organizers changed 
extended the eff ort 
districtwide, with the 

eff ort raising $56,532, split 
between two individuals 
and Hearts for Hearing.

Anyone wishing to 
donate to the eff ort can 
do so through Friday 
by going online to the 
BEAST Week website, and 
clicking the button on the 
donation page, located at 
https://www.beastweek.
org/donate; specialized 
merchandise will also be 
available for purchase on 
the https://beastweek.org 
website, organizers said.

Anyone needing 
information may contact 
Hendricks at 405-376-
2404 or via email at 
hendricksn@mustangps.

org; checks may also 
be mailed, made out to 
Mustang High School 
Student Council and 

directed to Hendricks’s 
attention, to 12400 
SW 15th Street, Yukon, 
Oklahoma 73099.

Community

BEAST Week 2021 winds down

Above: Cruisin’ for Corbin was the last public fundraiser for 2021 BEAST Week. Eff orts end Friday and go to benefi t a Riverwood 4th grader battling cancer.
Right:Corbin Patton and Stephen Rose at the  car show fundraiser.  PHOTOS BY ALAN CHAPMAN

Legislation

Senate approves Marissa Murrow Act; bill 
named for UCO student killed by drunk driver

Jeff and Kristy 
Murrow look on 
from the Senate 
Gallery as members 
approve SB 1057, 
the Marissa Murrow 
Act, named for their 
daughter, who died 
after a head-on 
collision with a 
four-time drunk 
driver who had 
been drinking at an 
event venue.
At left, Sen. Paul 
Rosino, R-Oklaho-
ma City, principal 
Senate author of SB 
1057, creating the 
Marissa Murrow Act.
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